
Name:                                 Period:                          Date: 
Notes: How to Build an Informational / Expository Essay 

 
What exactly is Informational / Expository writing? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Essential Building Blocks of Expository & Informational Writing: 

 _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________  

 _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

  
4 Types of Informational/Expository Writing: 

1. _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________  

3. _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________  

 
When Writing Just Remember… Mi.S.E.E. 

Mi= ______________________________________ 
S= _______________________________________ 
E= ______________________________________ 
E= ______________________________________ 
 

What is a MAIN IDEA? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What are SUPPORTING IDEAS? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

**THIS WILL BECOME 
YOUR BASIC OUTLINE!  



Name:                                 Period:                          Date: 
What is EVIDENCE/EXAMPLES? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What are EXPLANATIONS? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


