
In this letter, Conroy discusses many harsh brutalities of life, and intertwines them with the power of literature. For example, after Conroy talks about the dreadful and dark childhood he originated from, he states “Violence has always been a part of my world. I write about it in my books and make no apology to anyone.”  By using his back-story, he is supporting his claim by showing his audience that violence cannot only plague literature, but reality as well. Not to mention, many of his readers may come from a similar childhood as him. By Conroy writing about violence, he creates a relatable atmosphere, in which those readers may seek comfort. Conroy also mentions writing about the Holocaust in his book Beach Music, and how he kept his take on the event as “grotesque” as possible. Although parents and school boards may deem his work as inappropriate, the Holocaust is not an event that can be sugar coated. An extreme amount of people died, and students deserve the write to be educated about the harshness, they deserve to understand so that history will never repeat itself again. Conroy uses reality’s ugly truths as a dagger for his argument, showing the audience that his literature should not be banned.

Conroy utilizes passionate diction when referring to educators. He proclaims, “I’ve enjoyed a lifetime love affair with my English teachers.” This quote serves to emphasize the love and admiration that Conroy has towards his English teachers. Conroy also states, “They take an unutterable joy in opening up the known world to their students, but they are dishonored and unpraised because of the scandalous paychecks they receive.” This sentence, full of rich words, explains that teachers are victims of unjust policies, yet they still maintain their dignity. Teachers inspire their students by helping them understand and engage with books, which also teaches them about the nature of humanity and provides them with a better understanding of the nuances of the human condition. This helps to further Conroy’s argument because his novels serve to do exactly that. Conroy believes that these educators must have the materials to open up the known world to their students, the main material being works of literature that exemplify the real world.

